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"ON THIS ROCK | WILL BUILD MY CHURCH, 
AND THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL 
AGAINST IT. | WILL GIVE YOU THE KEYS OF THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, AND WHATEVER YOU 
BIND ON EARTH SHALL BE BOUND IN HEAVEN, 
AND WHATEVER YOU LOOSE ON EARTH SHALL 
BE LOOSED IN HEAVEN." Matthew 16:18-19 


ur Lord has entrusted the keys of the king- 
O dom to his Church, so that “whatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven” (Matt. 16:19). According to our Reformed 
confessions, the two keys of the kingdom are the 
preaching of the gospel and church discipline. The 
Westminster Confession of Faith teaches us that the 
Lord Jesus has given “the keys of the kingdom” to 
his church officers to open and to shut the kingdom 
(WCE 30.1-2). The Heidelberg Catechism likewise 
explains in answer 83 that the keys of the kingdom 
are the “preaching of the holy gospel and church 
discipline.” Promoting the clear teaching of Scrip- 
ture and the Reformed tradition, Westminster Sem- 
inary California (WSC) is committed to preparing 
faithful stewards and future officers of the keys of 
Christ's kingdom. 
In this issue of UPDATE, we take up and turn 
the first key: preaching. It is through—and only 
through—the proclamation of Jesus Christ from all 
the Scriptures that the doorway to heaven is opened 
to sinners. He is “the way, the truth, and the life,” 
and no one enters heaven apart from faith in Him. 
Dr. Dennis E. Johnson opens with an essay entitled, 
“Gospel Application in Preaching,’ helping min- 
isters preach a comprehensive Savior and encour- 
aging listeners to hear him proclaimed (p. 4). Rev. 
Christopher J. Gordon (M.Div., 2004) advocates a 
recovery of the Pauline view of preaching in the face 
of numerous unbiblical models we see so often to- 
day (p. 14). And lastly, current WSC student, Dan 
York, walks us through his summer internship in 
service to a local church (p. 8). 

WSC is devoted to educating pastors and lead- 
ers for the Church so that the gospel will be preached 
with clarity, boldness, and faithfulness. Through 
graduate theological study in the Reformed tradi- 
tion, we provide students with the tools for a life- 
time of studying and proclaiming God’s Word. 

Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers as WSC strives to serve Christs Church 
through the training of her servants. 


Cordially in Christ, 


CUAR AEE 


W. Robert Godfrey, Ph.D. 
President and Professor of Church History 
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GOSPEL APPLICATION 


BY DENNIS E. JOHNSON 


hese days, it seems, one sure-fire way to instigate 
T a vigorous discussion in Reformed circles— 

whether around the Sunday dinner table or in the 
blogosphere—is to bring up the topic of “application” in 
sermons. Where families still gather at noon on Lord’s 
Days to partake of “roast preacher,” husbands may wish 
that sermons were more explicit about wifely submission, 
while wives may feel that the pastor should have con- 
fronted husbands pointedly and concretely with the sum- 
mons to self-sacrificial love. Employers want the preacher 
to spell out workers’ duties to work hard “as to the Lord,” 
even when supervisors’ backs are turned. People who feel 
marginalized, politically or socially, lament a sermon’s 
lack of action steps to cultural transformation. Oth- 
ers, on the other hand, worn out by helpful “to do” lists 
for repairing relationships, may have cringed when the 
preacher turned to “practical” application. 

Meanwhile, in cyberspace, 
debate rages over how “gospel” 
relates to “law,” how grace relates 
to duty, and how justification 
through faith alone connects to 
the arduous, life-long process 
of sanctification. Charges of 
antinomianism and legalism/ 
moralism fly every which way. 
Will preaching Jesus’ grace, the 
source of our assurance, auto- 
matically produce in us a life of 
holy love? Or should trembling 
fear, as well as joyful gratitude, 
drive us to pursue holiness? Are 
preachers trespassing on the 
Holy Spirit’s “turf” when they 
urgently press the Bible’s com- 
mands, suggesting examples of what obedience looks like 
in practice? The field of application is infested with land 
mines, ready to be detonated by one unwary footstep! 

Whole books have been written on application in 
preaching, so the thorny issues cannot be resolved in one 
brief article. Yet four observations may help both preach- 
ers and their hearers. 


1. APPLICATION IS BIGGER THAN “NOW DO THIS.” 


Rarely do we come across the word apply in our 
Bibles. Proverbs and Ecclesiastes speak of “applying” 
one’s heart to puzzling situations, thereby gaining wis- 
dom. Paul sums up his discussion of the role of ministers 
as servants and stewards, “I have applied all these things 
to myself and Apollos,’ using their collaboration to illus- 
trate humility to the competitive Corinthian Christians 
(1 Cor. 4:6). Neither of these uses of apply fit what we 
mean when we talk about applying the message of a bib- 


“S0 APPLICATION 
CONCERNS NO LESS 
THAN OBEYING IN OUR 
THOUGHT, BEHAVIOR 
RELATIONSHIPS; BÚT IT 
INCLUDES S0 MUCH 
MORETHAN THIS!” 


lical passage. Though the term apply is rare in Scripture, 
the concept is not. The Bible is all about God’s covenant 
with his people (“Old Testament” and “New Testament” 
hearken back to “old” and “new” covenant, Jer. 31:31- 
34; 2 Cor. 3:6, 14). When God initiates the covenant of 
grace in sovereign mercy and saving power, he expects 
his people to respond in grateful trust and glad obedi- 
ence. God’s initiative always expects and precipitates our 
response. “Application” is short-hand for showing our 
response as covenant servants. 

The Westminster Larger Catechism is describing “ap- 
plication” (covenant servants’ response) when it teaches 
that hearers of the preached Word must “receive the 
truth with faith, love, meekness, and readiness of mind, 
as the Word of God; meditate, and confer on it; hide it in 
their hearts; and bring forth the fruit of it in their lives” 
(Answer 160). Likewise, the Westminster Confession says 
that through saving faith we be- 
lieve whatever is revealed in the 
Word, and we act “differently 
upon that which each particular 
passage therefore containeth: 
yielding obedience to the com- 
mands, trembling at the threat- 
ening, and embracing the prom- 
ises of God”—but principally 
“accepting, receiving, and resting 
upon Christ alone for justifica- 
tion, sanctification,and eternal 
life” (14.2, emphasis mine). 

So application concerns 
no less than obeying in our 
thought, behavior, and rela- 
tionships; but it includes so 
much more than this! Preachers 
are “applying” Scripture faithfully when, expounding a 
passage that contrasts our flawed performance to Jesus’ 
perfect righteousness, they press home God's call to cease 
my own self-reliant striving and, as Luther once said, 
simply to “surrender myself completely to sheer grace” 
Other passages show that such living faith is never fruit- 
less, but is expressed in what I think, cherish, say, and do. 
That, too, is fitting application in preaching. 


AND 


2. CHRIST IS A COMPREHENSIVE SAVIOR. 


The fad has mostly passed, mercifully, in which cars 
sported the bumper sticker that read, “Christians arent 
perfect, just forgiven.” Maybe its point was to challenge 
the (sometimes true) caricature that born-again Bible 
believers see themselves as morally superior to others. 
But its semi-subliminal message was that we are content 
with “just” forgiveness and complacent in behaviors that 
are far from “perfect.” Do we prefer Christ to be a piece- 
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meal rescuer, dealing with our legal problem and eternal 
destiny but leaving undisturbed the defiling, destructive 
affections of our hearts and actions of our hands? 

The real Christ of the Bible is a comprehensive 
Savior. He saves not only from sin’s condemnation and 
eternal damnation but also from sin’s tyrannical grip on 
our hearts and infection of our words, deeds, and inter- 
actions. The Westminster Shorter Catechism says that 
we “are made partakers of the redemption purchased by 
Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by the Holy 
Spirit” (Answer 29, emphasis mine), and that applica- 
tion starts with the gift of faith to hear and heed God's 
“effectual calling,” through which we receive justification, 
adoption, sanctification, and ultimately glorification 
(Answers 30-38). Though multifaceted as a remedy to 
sin’s diverse effects, the rescue that Jesus provides is one 
indivisible package. 


PRAY FOR 


CHRIST-CENTERED PREACHING 


Pray that more men would be educated & called 
to preach the whole counsel of God, with Christ at the 
center and as the climax of every sermon. 
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"OBEDIENCE THAT IS NOT 
GROUNDED IN THE GOSPEL AND 


THE ASSURANCE THAT IT PROVIDES 


IS JUST ANOTHER WAY WE LOVE 
OURSELVES, NOT GOD." : 


When Scripture’s commands are preached to Chris- 
tians, whether from Moses or from Paul, the point is not 
that we are moving from “what Christ did for you” to 
"what you must now do for Christ.” The lifelong struggle 
to kill our appetite for sin and cultivate the taste and pur- 
suit of holiness involves us, and it is far from effortless. 
But just as justification (of which forgiveness is part) is a 
legal “act of God's free grace” outside us, so sanctification 
is a transformative “work of God's free grace” inside us 
(Shorter Catechism, answers 33, 35). 

Some sermons leave listeners viewing themselves as 
fated to fail, enslaved to sin, until their dying day—but, 
“No worries, Jesus paid it all” Such sermons sell Jesus 
short. Preaching Christ as a comprehensive Savior her- 
alds the good news of freedom to captives! 


3. ONLY GOSPEL-GROUNDED, SPIRIT-FUELED 
OBEDIENCE GLORIFIES GOD. 


The Protestant Reformers had heard the criticism 
that preaching justification by grace alone, through faith 
alone, in Christ alone would make people complacent 
in sin and lethargic in pursuing love and holiness. They 
responded that it is only faith that rests its assurance in 
Christ that makes possible obedience that flows from 
love for God rather than self-interest. The Belgic Con- 
fession affirms, “...far from making people cold toward 
living in a pious and godly way, this justifying faith...so 
works within them that apart from it they will never do a 
thing out of love for God but only out of love for them- 
selves and fear of being condemned” (Article 24). Obedi- 
ence that is not grounded in the gospel and the assurance 
that it provides is just another way we love ourselves, not 
God. 

Grateful, gospel motivation and the Spirit's power 
converge to produce God-glorifying living, according to 
Paul: 


There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life 
has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by 
the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 


the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. Rom. 8:1-4 


By sending his Son to bear our condemnation, God 
achieved something that his own law, as directives for 
living, was not designed to do. He gives us a fresh motive 
for obedience, spontaneous love, in response to his prior 
and costly love. And God's justifying verdict over us is ac- 
companied by his Spirit’s sanctifying presence and power 
in us. So we now “walk” (behave) in ways that begin to 
fulfill the law’s righteous requirement. And the law “comes 
into its own,’ showing us what a life of love for God and 
neighbor looks like in “practical application” terms (see 
Rom. 13:8-10). 


mercy must evoke from us (imperative). Without shifting 
from their gospel foundation, the apostles make clear 
that behavior befitting God’s gracious call and initiative 
in Christ (Eph. 4:1) means: 
¢ Tell the truth instead of lying (v. 25) 
e Resolve conflict quickly and kindly (vv. 26-27, 30- 
32; 5:1-2) 
« Instead of stealing, work to give to others (v. 28) 
+ Choose graceful instead of corrosive words (v. 28) 
e Break free from enslavement to sexual impurity, 
because you are heirs in Christ’s kingdom (5:3-5). 
If the Ephesian Christians could connect all these 
dots instinctively, Paul could have ended his epistle at 


“BELIEVERS NEED HELP “CONNECTING THE DOTS” BETWEEN GOD'S 
GRACIOUS WORK IN CHRIST (INDICATIVE) AND THE RESPONSE THAT 
SUCH MERCY MUST EVOKE FROM US (IMPERATIVE).” 


4. CHRISTIANS NEED HELP “CONNECTING THE 
DOTS” BETWEEN GOD’S GRACIOUS GOSPEL AND OUR 
GRATEFUL RESPONSE. 


Shall we conclude from the previous point that the 
only application that any sermon needs is, “Trust Jesus, 
giving thanks that he obeyed where you could not and 
cannot, that his death covers your blemished record... 
again and again and again?” If gratitude for grace and 
the Spirit's powerful presence converge to produce a new 
“walk” (a pattern of living that fits the Bibles many com- 
mands), shouldn't preachers simply call hearers to trust 
Jesus, the comprehensive Savior? Can't pastors leave it to 
the Holy Spirit to “apply” his Word personally, showing 
each believer the shape of obedience in his or her life? 

No. The New Testament epistles show that believers 
need help “connecting the dots” between God's gracious 
work in Christ (indicative) and the response that such 


4:1. But they needed—and we need—his application of 
the good news that we have been reconciled to God and 
each other in the body of Christ (2:16) and created anew 
in Christ Jesus to “walk” in good works (2:10). Likewise, 
Christians at Corinth apparently reduced the gospel of 
grace to a bumper sticker slogan: “All things are lawful” 
(1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23). So they needed Pastor Paul to “con- 
nect the dots” between Christ's cross and their sexuality: 
“You are not your own, for you were bought with a price” 
(What a price!). “So glorify God in your body” (6:19-20). 

That is gospel application in preaching, simultane- 
ously saturated with thankful wonder for the complete 
rescue Jesus has achieved and is applying by his Spirit 
through his Word, and uncomfortably specific to the 
nitty-gritty temptations of everyday life. Preachers, is this 
the sort of application you are providing God's people? Be- 
lievers, is this the kind of application that you are hungry 
to hear from the pulpit, Sunday by Sunday? m 


DR. DENNIS E. JOHNSON is Professor of Practical Theology at 
Westminster Seminary California. He is Associate Pastor of New Life 
Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian Church in America congregation 
in Escondido. Dr. Johnson and his ie las have fovmsrpwn children 
and many grandchildren. Geert} OY ace a a 


THEOLOGY 
APPLIED: 


THE-PASTORA 
INTERNSHIP 


~O—m by Dan York 


his summer I had the privilege of interning at tors —representing the PCA, OPC, and URCNA —in 

Covenant Presbyterian Church (OPC) in Ken- the Pacific Northwest. Because I worked so closely with 

newick, WA, under Pastor Mark Collingridge. Pastor Mark, I was given a great amount of time to ask all 
The experience was a blessing for a few reasons. First, sorts of questions pertaining to the ministry and pastoral 
Covenant is home for my wife (Megan) and me. We life in general. In our time together, we read and worked 
are members of the congregation, and the congregants through Zack Eswine's book on pastoral life, Sensing 
know us. Second—elaborating on the first reason—Pas- Jesus: Life and Ministry as a Human Being. This study 
tor Mark has been a faithful mentor encouraged me to appreciate the 
and a close friend to me for several ordinary and obscure life of pastoral 
years. This means he knows my ub ministry in its reminder that pastors 
strengths and weaknesses, which TH EY M U ST G ROW | N are only human beings. 
allowed us to hone in and develop C0 NTE NTM E NT WITH Because pastors are created 
certain qualities and talents in me. in the image of God, they are not 
Third, it was refreshing to be back W H f R f TH f 10 R D HAS all-present, all-powerful, and all- 
home in Washington, close to family knowing. As a result, they must grow 
and friends. TH f M in contentment with where the Lord 

Interning at Covenant Church has them, as well as the people he has 

allowed me to work very closely placed in their ministries. I do not 
with Pastor Mark. I sat in on es- doubt that this experience caused 
sentially every meeting and visit me to grow in my pastoral sensibili- 
he conducted. Over the course of ties and in an awareness of my own 
a normal week, I participated in limitations as a human being. 
pre-maritial counseling sessions, membership classes, In addition to these meetings and studies, I preached 
discipleship classes, and spur-of-the-moment pastoral every week—sometimes more than once—and worked 
visits. Throughout the summer, I also sat in on Session through three different Old Testament books (Ruth, 
meetings as well as meetings between different pas- Zephaniah, and Obadiah). Prior to the internship, I had 
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TO LEARN TORPA 


CHRIST FROM THE 

OLD TESTAMENT AS HE 
CONTINUES TO SPEAK 
TO HIS CHURCH WHAT 


little experience preaching out of the Overall, Covenant Church provided 
Old Testament. All but one of my previ- a safe context to grow, learn, mature, and 
ous sermons had been from New Testa- sometimes make mistakes. I am thank- 


ment passages. This experience gave me ful to the congregation and the Session 
an opportunity to learn to preach Christ for bringing me on as a summer intern. 


from the Old Testament as he contin- Additionally, I am grateful that WSC 

ues to speak to his church what he first requires its students to intern in local 
made known to Israel. I also had mul- church environments in order to learn 
tiple opportunities to lead the congrega- from flesh-and-blood pastors, elders, 

tion in the worship service. Pastor Mark and deacons. The internship experience 
encouraged me to treat this occasion exposes students to a realistic view of pas- 
as an extension of the Ministry of the toral ministry. It also provides the oppor- 
Word itself. This means that preaching tunity to apply practically what is learned 
is not something that is constrained to theoretically in the classroom. As a result, 
the sermon alone but extends through- students are given hands-on experience as 
out the entire liturgy. As a result, I was they interact with congregants and officers 
able to build on concepts I had learned in the church on a pastoral level. m 


from Westminster Seminary California 


(WSC) professors, such as Dr. Michael DRG SGOT LORS 


Horton and Dr. Dennis Johnson, and DAN YORK is a current student in the 

had seen applied by Pastor Eric Landry Master of Divinity program at Westminster 
(M.Div., 2003) at Christ Presbyterian Seminary California and hopes to graduate 
Church (PCA) in Temecula, CA. in Spring 2016. 


SEMINARY FOR A DAY AT WSC 


JANUARY 15, 2016 e MARCH 3, 2016 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 


A 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 


n May 30, 2015, the 34th Annual Commence- 

ment of Westminster Seminary California took 

place at Emmanuel Faith Community Church in 
Escondido. The seminary sent forth 38 graduates to serve 
as pastors, teachers, missionaries, scholars, and leaders in 
various Reformed denominations. Of these, 12 gradu- 
ated with a Master of Arts degree and 26 with a Master 
of Divinity degree. The Class of 2015 represents nine 
denominations, eleven states, and seven countries. The 
Commencement address was given by Dr. Philip Ryken, 
President of Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois. 


"ALL OF THESE MEN AT WSC 
EMBODY NOT ONLY A HEAD FULL 
OF AN UNDERSTANDING OFTHE 

SCRIPTURES, BUT REALLY A HEART 
FOR THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
CHRIST, AND FOR A DESIRE TO 
SEE HIS CHURCH BUILT UP.” 


DANIEL VENTURA 


4 


e 
a 
y 


“| APPRECIATE THE DIVERSITY 
THAT EXISTS AMONG THE FACULTY, 
WITHIN THE UNITY OF REFORMED 

CONFESSIONAL ORTHODOXY. 
I THINK THIS IS A GREAT 
STRENGTH AT WSC.” 


Eai ad 


CLASS OF 2015! 


The address was titled, "Here Comes Trouble," and gave 
encouraging words to the graduates regarding the trials 
they will undoubtedly face in the ministry and life after 
seminary. 

Since 1979, WSC has offered a distinctly Reformed 
and rigorous education to glorify Christ, promote His 
Gospel, and serve His Church. Westminster Seminary 
California is the only accredited Reformed seminary in 
the Western United States serving confessional Reformed 
and Presbyterian churches. 


Congratulations to the Class of 2015! 


"AT WSC, | WAS CONSTANTLY 
SURROUNDED BY MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO WERE MORE INTELLIGENT, MORE 
SANCTIFIED, AND WISER THAN | WAS. 
YOU SIMPLY CAN'T GET THAT KIND 
OF LEARNING FROM BOOKS ALONE 
OR FROM AN ONLINE EDUCATION." 


TAYLOR KERN 


NIKOLAS HAUS 
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N WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 


THE LORD & 
GIVER OF LIFE 


me DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPERE 


G PLENARY SESSIONS & SPEAKERS 


N © Fripay, JANUARY 15 

2 Erenn oe Ria ana ec 
“Montanus, Topeka, and Sister” — W. Robert Godfrey 
“The Holy Spirit in our Confessions” — J.V. Fesko 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 

Morning Lace Fae oa A 

“The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament" — Bryon D. Estelle 
“The Holy Spirit at Pentecost” — Dennis E. Johnson 
“The Holy Spirit and Preaching” — Julius J. Kim 


Afternoon . ee TM Fe ts 
“Sanctification” — Michael S. Horton 
Questions & Answers — Speakers Panel 


NOTE: Cancellations and refund requests must be made in writing, by email to conference@wsc 


2, 2016 in order to receive a full refund, less a $10 cancellation fee 


J Annual Conference 2016 


JANUARY 15 - 16, 2016 
ON THE CAMPUS OF WESTMINSTER 
SEMINARY CALIFORNIA + ESCONDIDO, CA 


The WSC faculty will address what the 
Scriptures, our Reformed Confessions, 
and church history teach us about the 
Holy Spirit and His important role in 
preaching and in the sacraments. 


REGISTER TODAY! 


Early Bird Registration ends 12/1/2015 
Three ways to register now: 


e Online: (recommended) 
Visit wscal.edu/conference 


e Phone: 
Call (888) 480-8474 


+ Mail: 
Complete, detach, & mail the 
form below to: 


Westminster Seminary California 
Attn: Annual Conference 2016 
1725 Bear Valley Parkway 
Escondido, CA 92027 


‘al.edu, or by fax to (760) 480-0252, and received by January 


S68 Se eee Gumaa e cite eee yee eee eee cere ee es eee cree eee ee ence eee eee 
ATTENDEE INFORMATION $50 per person X__ =$ through 12/1/2015 
Name (first/last) Person 1 $60 per person X__ = $ after 12/1/2015 
Name (first/last) Person 2/Spouse $70 per person X— =$ after 1/1/2016 
Address $10 per person X___ =$ per boxed lunch 

=$ TOTAL 
City State Zip 
Phone Number Email 
Name of Church 
Check Visa Mastercard American Express Discover 
Registration cannot be proccessed until payment is received 
Credit Card Number Expiration Date Signature 


Attendees at the 2015 URCNA Pastor's Conference 


‘Alumni fellowshipping during the lunch 


On June 1-3, Westminster Seminary California 
(WSC) was delighted to host the 2015 URCNA Pastor's 
Conference entitled, "The Ordinary Ministry." The con- 
ference included two speakers from WSC, Dr. Dennis E. 
Johnson, Professor of Practical Theology and Dr. Michael 
S. Horton, Professor of Systematic Theology. On Tuesday, 
WSC president Dr. W. Robert Godfrey (Escondido URC, 
Escondido, CA) addressed the pastors with a message 
from 2 Corinthians 12:20 during a special WSC-hosted 
conference luncheon. 


Now in its fourth year, WSC’s Alumni Winter Re- 
fresher will provide alumni an excellent opportunity to 
continue their WSC education and get refreshed. The 
Alumni Winter Refresher offers alumni several one-week 
elective courses during the month of January that are 
FREE to audit and that range in subjects from pastoral 
counseling to apologetics to worship. This year’s exciting 
line up of courses includes: 

> Introduction to Pastoral Counseling (Jan 5-8, Dr. 
Alfred Poirier) 


> Worship: Informed, Reformed, and Transformed 
(Jan 11-14, Rev. David Hall and Rev. Terry Johnson) 


> A Secular Age: Engaging Charles Taylor (Jan 19-21, 
Dr. Michael S. Horton) 


> Urban Apologetics (Jan 19-22, Dr. Carl F. Ellis) 


> Understanding Commerce, Culture, and Congrega 
tions (Jan 26-29, Mr. Jim Gilmore). 
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Westminster Seminary California (WSC) hosted a 
luncheon for Alumni and Friends of WSC at the 43rd 
PCA General Assembly in Chattanooga, TN on Wednes- 
day, June 10 from 12:00 - 1:30 PM in the Chattanooga 
Convention Center. WSC alumni, friends, and prospec- 
tive students came together for fellowship, lunch, and to 
hear Dr. Dennis E. Johnson, Professor of Practical Theol- 
ogy, speak. 


During the Alumni Winter Refresher, alumni may 
also attend WSC’s Annual Conference (Jan 15-16), entitled 
“The Lord & Giver of Life: The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit”. 

Focusing on the Holy Spirit and His important role 
in preaching and the sacraments, the Annual Conference 
will feature WSC faculty favorites like Dr. W. Robert God- 
frey, Dr. Dennis E. Johnson, and Dr. Michael S. Horton, 
among others. All WSC alumni are encouraged to attend 
this year’s Alumni Winter Refresher to get refreshed and 
learn more about ideas shaping society, issues facing the 
Church, and instruction from God’s Word. For more 
information, please contact WSC’s Alumni Relations 
Associate, Chris Sandoval, at alumni@wscal.edu or (760) 
480-8474. 


Dr. Godfrey lecturing during the Alumni Winter Refresher 2015 


UNVEILING & PRESENTATION 


n March 18, 2015, Westminster Seminary Cali- so it could be observed in its entirety, "probably for the first 
fornia (WSC) received a 400-year-old Torah and last time," according to Dr. Scott Carroll, who provided 
scroll from Kenneth and Barbara Larson during an interactive seminar following the presentation. 
a special dedication event in the seminary’s chapel. Nearly Dr. J.V. Fesko, Academic Dean, echoed the sentiments 
200 people from the community witnessed the unveiling of the presenters as he reminded us that God’s Word has 
of the rare, authentic Torah. During the event Mrs. Larson been preserved through the ages, and WSC is committed to 
said, “It is our prayer that this gift will enhance the learning keeping and teaching God’s Word with all confidence and 
process of all who see and study this Torah” clarity. “As much dedication went in to keeping and pre- 
President Dr. W. Robert Godfrey accepted the gift serving this scroll over four centuries, we should ultimately 
and thanked the Larsons for their remarkable generosity, show even more care in keeping and preserving the Word 
commenting that the scroll “will stimulate and encourage of God by writing it on the walls of our hearts.” 
careful study and profound confidence in God’s Word - the The WSC German Torah will reside in the library 
central provision of our seminary.’ The WSC Torah is be- where it may continue to serve the student body, faculty, 
lieved to have been written in Germany in the late 1600s, staff, and surrounding community as a reminder of the 
and this nearly 100-foot scroll, comprised of 60 panels greatness of God and His proven promises that “while 
(calf skins), is in very good condition with remark- the grass withers and the flower fades, the Word of 
ably few errors. The Torah was completely unrolled God will stand forever” (Is. 40:8). 


Dr. Godfrey with Kenneth and Barbara Larson 


y 
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| reaching has fallen on hard times. People in today’s 
” society use the term pejoratively when they want 
to get someone off their back. “Don't preach at 

me,’ is now a familiar idiom of our language. This all too 
common assault on preaching has affected pastors and 
churchgoers more than we realize. We feel the pressure 
to be nice, smile a lot, and come across as just one of the 
guys who is there to inspire happiness in people. Sermon 
gurus tell us that we can’t expect too much of people to- 
day living in a visual culture, and that our people’s minds 
have been ransacked of the ability to listen to anything 
past 20 minutes. Sermons should be 
whittled down to a manageable size, 
and are only applauded when they 
are light and not too burdensome 
for people. We agreed. 

What was to go next? The eve- 
ning worship service. Bible studies, 
we were assured, are much more 
conducive to small groups and 
personal growth. Where has this 
left us with preaching in the United 
States? Think about it! The average 
churchgoer now receives (assuming he attends church 
once a week) about 20-25 minutes of preaching time (out 
of 10,080 minutes/week), and in that short timeframe, 
how much of the sermon is merely filler and fluffy short 
stories from the pastor? That's not even one day of preach- 
ing time per year. And what of the children today? They 
are sent out of the public assembly! 

All of this has created a widespread perception that 
preaching is not all that important to the ministry of the 
church. But didn’t God say that he specifically chose the 
means of preaching the gospel to save us and our chil- 
dren? Didn't God designate preaching as “foolishness” 
so that all glory would go to him when people are saved 


PROMISE 


14 UPDATE | FALL2015 


“WHAT DRIVES ME 
AS A PASTOR IS THE 


from their sins (1 Cor. 1:21ff)? 

I know, here is another Reformed pastor leaving no 
stone unturned in exposing the sins of today’s preaching. 
But this is not my goal. I want to encourage the reader by 
briefly stating what I have experienced in my 12 years of 
pastoral ministry. 

I've had the privilege of pastoring two wonderful 
congregations: the Lynden URC (2004-2012) and the 
Escondido URC (2012-present). Nothing has been easy 
about the calling to be a pastor. At times, the discourage- 
ments have been overwhelming. Certainly there have 
been moments when I’ve wanted to 

ive up. Worst of all, Pve sometimes 
wondered if the preaching is mak- 
ing any real difference in the lives of 
Christs people. 

In both churches that I’ve 
served, we've done nothing out- 
wardly glorious or attractive. I've 
incessantly heard things like: “your 
music sounds old,’ or “that organ 
has to go,’ or “your hymnals stink” — 
Tm speaking literally as they've been 
handled since 1976. And everyone seems worried about 
how to retain the youth. 

At times I feel the pressure to try to fix all of this. But 
there is one thing that drives me every week to continue 
in this calling. It's not the desire for results, nor is it the 
drive to create a powerful worship experience every 
Sunday, or to make everyone happy. What drives me as a 
pastor is the promise that God has attached to the means 
of preaching. Through the “foolishness” of preaching, 
with all of its seeming weakness and faults, God chooses 
to save. Imagine if we “really” believed that? Would we be 
axing evening worship? Would our worship “experience” 
be determined by how we feel about the music? Would we 


be worried about sermon length? 
Would we be sending our children 
out of the service? 

God has called pastors to de- 
vote themselves to preaching. The 
results are up to Christ. The calling 
for pastors has never changed: 
“preach the Word in season and 
out of season” (2 Tim. 4:5). We are 
to preach with the aim of making 
Jesus Christ known. When preach- 
ing is faithfully and consistently 
honored, all conventional wis- 
dom is overturned. The demise of 
preaching is soon replaced by the 
primacy of preaching in the life of 
the church. The things people used 
to ask about first when coming to 
church—the music, the atmo- 
sphere, the friendliness of the 


people, etc.—all those things begin 
to take a back seat to the greatest 
desire of receiving Jesus Christ in 
and through preaching. 

I believe in preaching because 
behind it, backing its authority, 
supporting its proclamation, and 
making it effectual to the hearts of 
the people is the Holy Spirit who is 
committed to bear witness to Jesus 
Christ. 

What we need more than 
anything today is a confidence in 
and the recovery of preaching as 
God's means to save. If God is for 
the preaching of Christ and him 
crucified, who would dare to stand 
against it and the God who has 
chosen to bless it? I 


REV. CHRISTOPHER GORDON (M.Div. 2004) was ordained to the Ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments in October, 2004. He is currently 
Preaching Pastor at the Escondido United Reformed Church. 


a 


1985 


Davip CRENSHAW (also class of 1986) 
retired as pastor of Faith Presbyterian 
Church (PCA; Robertsdale, AL) in 
September. 


1983 


PATRICK SHETLER works as a senior 
care giver in Hemet, CA, and serves 
as a ruling elder at a local Presbyterian 
church. He was the first student to sub- 
mit an interest card for the seminary 
and fondly remembers the early days 
of WSC. 


Murray UomorTo (also class of 1984) 
continues ministering as an OPC mis- 
sionary evangelist to Japan. 


1985 

Kyu Wuanc (also class of 1986) has 
been serving as Senior Pastor at Los 
Angeles Presbyterian Church (KAPC; 
Los Angeles, CA) since 1996. 


1987 


CHARLERS A. McCoy (also class of 
1988) is currently a teacher at Interna- 
tional Christian School in Lima, Peru, 
and is pursuing a Doctor of Ministry 
degree at Knox Theological Seminary 
(Ft. Lauderdale, FL). 


1998 


STEPHEN Lewis was installed as pas- 
tor of Knowlton Presbyterian Church 
(PCA; Columbia, NJ) in July. 


2000 


Danny Hype recently lectured on 
worship at the Symposium Os Purita- 
nos in Maragogi, Brazil, and taught on 
preaching the tabernacle at the Institu- 
tio Joao Calvino in Recife, Brazil. 


Ryan McREYNOLDs began serving as 
the Director of Campus Ministry Digi- 
tal Strategies for CRU (formerly Cam- 
pus Crusade for Christ) in May. 


FUTURE ALUMNI LUNCH 


This past May, Westminster Semi- 
nary Californias (WSC) graduating se- 
niors attended the annual “Future Alum- 
ni Lunch,’ where they learned about the 
continued education opportunities WSC 
offers its alumni. The seminary’s annual 
Alumni Winter Refresher, for instance, 
allows alumni to audit (for free) any of 
the Winter Semester elective courses 
in pastoral counseling, church history, 
evangelism, and other subjects during 
the month of January. Most other full 
semester courses are also available to 
audit by alumni at no charge. WSC also 
offers its alumni a lifetime library card, 
complete access to its online article data- 
bases, and a 10% bookstore discount on 
all purchases made in the store or over 
the phone. 

The seniors heard from local alumni 
who shared some godly wisdom they've 
acquired since graduating from WSC. 
Rey. Paul Kim (2000, PCA) encouraged 
the soon-to-be graduates to fix their per- 
sonal identity in Christ alone despite the 
stresses—or even successes—of minis- 
try. Rev. Jonathan Moresch (2008, OPC) 
challenged them to have thick skin but 
an open mind when faced with criti- 
cism. Rev. Bill Godfrey (2010, URCNA) 
reminded the future alumni that Jesus is 
coming back soon, which comforts us in 
the midst of suffering and motivates us 
to proclaim the gospel. 

WSC looks forward to staying con- 
nected with our newest alumni and our 
more than 1,100 other alumni already 
serving Christ and His church around 
the world! Keep in Touch! 


THREE WAYS FOR ALUMNI TO STAY CONNECTED 


Follow WSC on Facebook, 
Twitter, & Instagram 
Connect to WSC’s Linkedin 
webpage 


Attend WSC’s Alumni Winter 
Refresher and Annual Conference 
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2002 


STEFAN LINDBLAD is currently a pas- 
tor at Trinity Reformed Baptist Church 
(Kirkland, WA), and also a Ph.D. Candi- 
date at Calvin Theological Seminary. He 
is also one of the editors and contributors 
of the forthcoming volume, Confessing 
the Impassible God: The Biblical, Classical, 
and Confessional Doctrine of Divine Im- 
passibility (Reformed Baptist Academic 
Press), to be published this fall. 


2006 


DAVID ZADOK continues as Director of 
HaGefen Publishing in Israel, where he 
is editing the first Hebrew translation of 
Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening. HaGe- 
fen Publishing has already translated the 
Heidelberg Catechism into Hebrew and 
has begun translation of the Westminster 
Confession as well. 


2008 


JONATHAN MoerscH and his wife wel- 
comed their third son, Jacob Leo, in June. 


STEPHEN ROBERTS and his wife were 
blessed with the birth of their second 
child, Tabitha Eden, in March. Stephen 
is now an Evangelist at Falls Presbyterian 
Church (OPC; Menomonee Falls, WI). 


JOHN TERRELL and KATIE (WAGENMAK- 
ER) TERRELL rejoice in the birth of their 
third child, Moriah Victoria, in July. The 
Terrells will be moving soon to Australia, 
where John has taken a pastoral call at a lo- 
cal Presbyterian church outside of Sydney. 


2009 


Marr Fray has been called as the Assistant 
Pastor of Spiritual Formation at Park Cities 
Presbyterian Church (PCA; Dallas, TX). 


MATTHEW TUININGA was recently ap- 
pointed Assistant Professor of Moral The- 
ology at Calvin Seminary (Grand Rapids, 
MI), to begin in 2016. 


2010 


MattHew DELonc was ordained and 
installed as the Reformed University Fel- 
lowship (PCA) International Campus 
Minister at Auburn University (Auburn, 
AL). 


MartHeEw MIs has started teaching Bi- 
ble and English classes at Fremont Chris- 
tian High School (Fremont, CA). 


2011 


SHERRENE DELONG started teaching 6th 
grade Bible and History and 10th grade 
Church History at Trinity Christian 
School (Opelika, AL). 


ZACK Purvis is now a Leverhulme Early 
Career Fellow in the School of Divinity at 
University of Edinburgh (United King- 
dom). 


2012 


Amy ALEXANDER and Casey Carmichael 
were married in June. 


SAMUEL RENIHAN is currently pursuing 
a PhD at the Free University of Amster- 
dam. He recently authored God without 
Passions: a Reader (RBAP) and God with- 
out Passions: a Primer (RBAP). 


Marr Sevrert recently had two of his 
articles published — "Zechariah 5:5-11: 
Why an ephah?" in Vetus Testamentum 
65 (2015), and "Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 in 
Light of Isaiah 36-37," Journal of the Evan- 
gelical Theological Society 58 (2015). 


2013 


SHANE BENNETT was ordained as pastor 
of Faith Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
(OPC; Fawn Grove, PA) in October, and 
he and his wife welcomed their second 
child, Eliana Ruth, in August. 


JoRDAN HurerF and his wife welcomed 
their fourth child, Gabriel Thomas, in 
April. 


Ross Hones was ordained and installed 
as Assistant Pastor of Christ Church Pres- 
byterian (PCA; Charleston, SC) in No- 
vember of last year. He and his wife, 


JOANNA (VANDERWOUDE) HODGES, 
were blessed with their first child, Elias 
Judson, in February. 


Tim TayLor is now a Public Relations 
Assistant Manager at the Cramer-Krasselt 
advertising agency (Milwaukee, WI). 


2014 


JosH CHRISTOFFELS was ordained as 
pastor of Christian Reformed Church of 
Chandler (CRC; Chandler, MN) in Sep- 
tember. 


Nick Davis was ordained and installed 
as assistant pastor of Christ Church Pres- 
byterian in Irvine, CA in October. 


BRENT MEYERS was ordained in the PCA 
in March and in August began serving as 
a missionary in Spain at La Eglesia Evan- 
gelica de Vilassar de Mar. 


TimoTHy Massaro is now Assistant 
Producer at the White Horse Inn. 


JosHuA SCHENDEL and his wife rejoice 
in the birth of their second child, Laurel 
Helena, in May. 


2015 


Sun Kwak was ordained as English 
Ministry Pastor of Jubilee Presbyterian 
Church (KAPC; West Norriton, PA) in 
September. 


TAYLOR KERN is now the Spanish min- 
istry Pastoral Intern at Ontario United 
Reformed Church (URCNA; Ontario, 
CA). He and his wife had their first child 
in October. 


BRIAN OnSTEAD has been called as the 
preaching/teaching elder of Jefferson Val- 
ley Baptist Church (Whitehall, MT). 


ALUMNI WINTER REFRESHER 2016 


!DU/NEWS-AND-EVENTS/NEW‘ 


DID YOU U KNOW? 


WSC HAS. 1 100; 
GRADUATED AND 
MORE THAN WOMEN 


Thanks to the generous support of individual Christians and local churches, WSC has educated and graduated over 
1,100 students who are serving as pastors, church planters, missionaries, teachers, scholars, counselors, and leaders 
worldwide. WSC alumni are currently glorifying Christ, preaching His Gospel, and serving His Church in more than 
30 countries throughout the world. 


a 
ANATOMY OF A SURPRISING & STRAIGHTFORWARD BEQUEST 


by Dawn G. Doorn, CFRE, Vice President for Advancement 


estminster Seminary California (WSC) re- 
W ceived an extraordinary gift from the estate of 

a godly steward who died six days short of his 
100th birthday. This gentleman had given to the work of 
WSC faithfully over his lifetime, and when his estate was 
disbursed the seminary received a gift of $500,000. This 
donor’s story is in some ways remarkably ordinary, but ex- 
traordinary in the stewardship of God-given resources. His 
life showed many how to be rich toward God. The man was 
born and raised in Wisconsin, earned a Master of Divinity 
degree at Westminster Theological Seminary in Phila- 
delphia, and was called to preach in the Ortho- 
dox Presbyterian Church. He went on to earn 
a degree in History and Education, and 
eventually moved to California to teach 
high school students in Los Angeles and 
begin his relationship with WSC. 

In California, he met another 
school teacher who would become his 
bride of 40 years. They were married 
when he was 48 and she was 43. They 
were careful in planning for their retire- 
ment and in how their assets would be 
distributed upon death. She preceded him in 
death by a decade. They designated their estate to 
their siblings, their church, and Westminster Seminary 
California. The details of their Trust document were clear 
and thoughtful, like his communication with the seminary. 

The seminary received an article he had written on 
“Tithing in the Old and New Testament” Although the 
paper is somewhat yellowed with age, the content remains 
a thoughtful study on tithing throughout the Bible. He 
writes: “Everything we have in reality belongs to God. 

God has given us the responsibility of good stewardship of 
the gifts he has given to us? 

The writer cared deeply for the work of the seminary 
to prepare pastors and he gave cheerfully for that purpose. 
On May 24, 2005, he wrote this letter to Dr. Godfrey, 
President of the seminary: 


Dear Dr. Bob, 
It was my intention to attend the commencement exer- 
cises of Westminster Seminary, but had 


SUPPORT WSC THROUGH 
ONLINE PURCHASES 


There is now an opportunity to make donations to the 
seminary just by going about your regular purchases. Shop on 
Amazon Smile and choose Westminster Seminary California. 
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> 


to forego doing this because it is inadvisable for me to 
drive this distance at my age. 

The Lord has graciously supplied for me for which I 

am thankful. I would like to make a contribution to 
Westminster in memory of my beloved wife. ..whom the 
Lord gave me for more than forty years. I will leave it in 
your hands to use the gift as you see fit. 


When he could no longer visit the seminary, we 
continued to call and to visit with him in his home. He 
remained clear in thought and gentle in spirit. It was not 
surprising that the Trust officer who had worked 

with this client had gained an appreciation for 

his clarity of intention and godly manner 
of dispensing with earthly assets. The 
couple's Trust included stipulations for 

taking care of their house, personal 

belongings, theology book collection, 

and investments. The stock portfolio 

had appreciated over time and this 

portion of the estate was gifted to the 

seminary, thus avoiding capital gains 

taxes. 

In his inimical style of trusting in the 
Lord, and expecting “Dr. Bob” and WSC to 

be good stewards of his estate gift, the donor's 

gift to the seminary was undesignated. The funds were 
received and set aside in a special fund, (not part of the an- 
nual fund). The President and Board of Trustees approved 
using a small portion of the funds for badly-needed repairs 
to the campus — just in time. The original air condition- 
ing in the library had died at the end of the school year 
in May. It was not a “budgeted” repair but needed to be 
replaced over the summer. Some of the funds were used 
for this repair. The majority of this amazing gift is tempo- 
rarily restricted for potential use with a capital initiative on 
campus. 

We at WSC are grateful for this expression of thanks- 
giving to God by one who loved and served the Lord 
during his near-century of life. In the donor's own words, 
paraphrasing Phil 4:18, “Such giving is described as a fra- 
grant offering, pleasing to God” E 


Amount raised through 
AmazonSmile as of 
August 2015: 


$280.20 L 
BS E Æ WWW.SMILE.AMAZON.COM 
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THE GLOBAL EXTENT OF THE CHURCH 


hen people think of the church, chances are they 

think of their local congregation or perhaps their 
denomination. But in reality, the sun never sets upon 
the church of Jesus Christ. I was recently reminded of 
this truth on a recent trip to South Korea and offer three 
observations. 

First, I encountered a passionate devotion that I do 
not find among many American Christians. Americans 
are too casual in their devotion to Christ. Second, the 
church I visited is part of a denomination with more 
than 10,000 congregations; this is a staggering statistic. 
This church dwarfs conservative American Presbyterian 
denominations. Many Americans assume that their own 


churches represent the forefront of ecclesiastical progress, 


yet the reality is the vast majority of the world’s conser- 
vative churches lie beyond the borders of the United 
States—a humbling truth. We have much to learn from 
our international brothers and sisters in Christ. Third, I 
was deeply impressed by the humility and sacrificial hos- 
pitality of my hosts. I think we as American Christians 
have much to learn from our Korean brothers and sisters 


in this area. 


Dr. Fesko preaching at Chongshin ‘Theological Seminary 
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INPERSON & INPRINT 


I give thanks to our faithful covenant Lord that He has 
spread the gospel throughout the globe. I was reminded 
that I have much to learn from my brothers and sisters in 
other parts of the world. We share a common faith and the 
common bond of our union with Christ through the Holy 
Spirit that transcends geography, culture, and language. W 


UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS 


11-12 — Dr. David VanDrunen presents his paper, The 
Relationship of Natural Law and Civil Law Revisited, at 
Pepperdine University's Nootbar Institute (Malibu, CA). 
17 — Dr. Michael S. Horton speaks on "The End of 
Religion" at the Society of Christian Philosophers 
Conference at the University of California San Diego (San 
Diego, CA). 


7-8 — Dr. Michael S. Horton speaks at the 25th Annual 
Wheaton Theology Conference at Wheaton College 
(Wheaton, IL). 


25 — Dr. Michael S. Horton speaks at the Fellowship of 
Presbyterians Gathering (PCUSA, San Diego, CA). 


29 — Dr. David VanDrunen lectures on wisdom at the 
Classical Colloquium at Cambridge School (San Diego, 


FACULTY WRITING 


UITNUUIN 


h 
N 


Der Triumph des Lammes (Betanien, 2014). 


JUL Ml 


Preaching the Whole Counsel of God: Design and Deliver 
Gospel-Centered Sermons (Zondervan, 2015). 
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F) FACULTY WRITING ; 


BY JULIUS J. KIM 


Preaching the Whole Counsel of God 


Design and Deliver Gospel-Centered Sermons 


Preaching the Whole Counsel of God is a primary textbook on the art and science of preaching 
for pastors and pastors-in-training that teaches you how to practice expository, Christ-focused 
hermeneutics, combined with Gospel-centered, audience-transforming homiletics. It will guide 
you to discover the truth of the text according to the human author, discern Christ in the text ac- 
cording to the divine author, design your sermon with truth, goodness, and beauty, and deliver 
your sermon in a way that keeps attention and retention. 


HONORARIUM & MEMORIAL GIFTS 


Gifts Received From February 10, 2015 Through September 5, 2015 


Iu Fanor CJ.. 


Current Faculty 


Dr. and Mrs. William J. Montgomery 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Leyendekker 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Veenendaal 


Dr. and Mrs. Robert B. Strimple 


Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Van Egmond 
Mr. Clyde Lems 


Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Kuperus 


Rev. Dr. David M. VanDrunen 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Wolfe 


Ia Menory GY... 


Mrs. Edythe G. Adams 
Mr. Gary B. Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Veenendaal 


Mr. John Conterno 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


krear t9? 


Mrs. John Conterno 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mrs. Krynie Doelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 


Mr. Chet Faber 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn II 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Faber 

Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Godfrey 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Lund 

Mr. and Mrs. Arlan F. Memmelaar 


Mr. Ron Glenn 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mr. Pete Goedhart 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 
Mrs. Mary Vanderbyl 


Ms. Rachel Horlings 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mrs. Harriet Leensvaart 
Mr. and Mrs. Arlin Disselkoen 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn II 


“IMPACT THE WORLD 


) FOR CHRIST. 


You can help send the Gospel to the ends of the earth! 


To set up your monthly recurring gift today, visit us at: 


WSCAL.EDU/SUPPORT 


Mr. Robert R. Osborn (Col USAF Ret) 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn II 

Mrs. Catherine Osborn 

Mrs. Dorothy Plantenga 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Van Die 

Baby Isaac Schneider 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 

Mrs. Dorrine Smies 

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Onnink 


Mr. Helprig Van Egmond 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 


Mr. Henry Van Klaveren 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mr. Gerrit Vanderbyl 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goedhart 


Mr. and Mrs. Ted Visser 
Mr. and Mrs. Arlo Kreun 


Independent/ 


ACADEMIC YEAR 2014-2015 
Westminster Seminary California 
Reformed Baptist Other 
Churches Reformed/Presbyterian 


A C A D E M | Cs Christian Reformed | vf Denominations 


Church in 


North America a TOA 
Presbyterian 
oul 4? nee 21% 9% Denominations 
STUDENTS goes 
12% 

ALUMNI Orthodox 
SERVING IN 15% = peice 

pne Visiting/ hurcl 

10 Divinity 3 Non-Matriculating DENOMINATIONS 
= United 
Reformed 


eee 
FAC U LIY 14 Members Presbyterian 


12:1 Student/faculty ratio Church in 


America 
Association of Theological Schools 
ACCREDITATI ON Western Association of Schools and Colleges 


ALUMNI 1,100 Graduates 


Churches in 
North America 


Other Churches 


WSC CONTINUES TO GRADUATE MORE MEN IN THE MASTER OF DIVINITY 
PROGRAM THAN ALL OTHER PROGRAMS COMBINED 


FINANCES 
ORDINARY INCOME ORDINARY EXPENSES 


Tuition 


a 


Instruction & Programs 


yes 


Other 


$4.4 
Million 


43 
vilion TUITION PER FULL-TIME STUDENT 
11% S14 175 Teic 
7 j ‘ — $6,000 Sihr 
ae ge gaa, SBD 
WSC DOES NOT RECEIVE DIRECT FUNDING FROM THE GOVERNMENT ` 
OR FROM ANY SPECIFIC CHURCH DENOMINATION 
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J. KIM 


WHY SHOULD WE PREACH CHRIST FROM ALL THE SCRIPTURES? 


The three main reasons I give in the book for why we need to 
preach Christ from all the Scriptures is because it is biblical, 
foundational, and practical. Its biblical: Jesus and the apostles 
did it. Its foundational: the Bible makes no sense apart from 
seeing Christ everywhere. And it’s practical: you can't be saved 
or grow without Christ. For more explanation, you'll need to 
buy the book! 


WHAT MAKES A SERMON GOOD? HOW CAN YOU TELL A GOOD 
SERMON FROM A BAD ONE? 


I suppose in one sense, every sermon is “good” in that it at- 
tempts to communicate God’s Word so that lives are trans- 
formed. Nevertheless, I think there are some elements that 
may make one sermon better than another. I think a sermon is 
on the right trajectory for being good if it: discovers the truths 
of the text in light of the human author through linguistic, lit- 
erary and life-setting analysis; discerns Christ and the gospel 
in the text according to the divine author; is designed accord- 
ing to the principles of truth, goodness and beauty; and finally, 
is delivered for maximum attention, retention, integration, and 
transformation. 


“RESEARCHERS HAVE SHOWN THAT THE PREFRONTAL CORTEX 
TIRES VERY EASILY,” YOU EXPLAIN, "ESPECIALLY WHEN 
CONFRONTED WITH IRRELEVANT, UNINTERESTING, UNINSPIRING 
INFORMATION.” HOW MIGHT PREACHERS OVERCOME THIS 
DURING THE DELIVERY OF A SERMON? 


You've read part of my book! While some of us have experienced 
falling asleep when listening to a sermon, you may be surprised 
to know some of the reasons why—and it’s not always because 
the listener didn’t get a good night's sleep! Although the brain 
is only 2% of our body weight, it consumes about 20% of the 
body’s energy. And when the brain is subjected to information 
that is irrelevant or when it is given too much information at 
one time, the brain shuts down. During delivery, preachers can 
build into the sermon intentional and strategic times of what I 
call “lean-in” moments—times when you vary your verbal and 
non-verbal communication in order to emphasize a key idea. 
The preacher can also insert “lean-out” moments—times for il- 
lustrations or stories that supplement a point you are trying to 
make. These lean-in and lean-out moments can be vital in keep- 
ing the pre-frontal cortex from tiring out and shutting down. 
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The WSC faculty will address what the Scriptures, our Reformed Confessions, and church history 
teach us about the Holy Spirit and His important role in preaching and in the sacraments. 


puasa |, A 


Dennis E. Johnson, Julius J. Kim, Michael S. Horton WSCAL.EDU/CONFERENCE 


